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From the Black Dwarf in Warwick. Gaol, tu his 
Majesty George the Fourth. | 
—O-— 


PROGRESS OF THE PKICE OF GOVERNMENT—TRIFLING 
saCRIFICR OF £30,000 To TIE PUBLIC DISTRESS 
—tFFECT UF YHE OBTRUSION OF CERTAIN DARK 
BODIES BETW: EN PRINCE AND PEOPLY. 

Sire, 

The public papers inform your people that you 

have been gracivusly pleased to give up thirty thou- 

sand pounds per anrnuin of your allowance, in order 
to enable the nation the better to meet the unexampled 
ificulties in which it has been plunged by your minis- 

ters. Your flatterers, of course, extol this act as a 

specimen of superlative generosity, exalted maguani- 

ily, and i know not how many other royal virtués, 

*hich it is useless to enumerate. To those who look 

merely at the swm,—who consider its abstract amount, 

and setit down as a gift to the people,—this praise may 

Nol appear exaggerated. But to me, who am apt to leok 

4 little closer into such matters, 1 am free to confess, 


t rs but a small part of a jhsts whi 
—_ ‘ bp a7 acrifice, which 
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the necessilies of the nation demand at the hands of 
those whom it suppoits. You yourself, Sire, have 
been quoted as adopting the sentiment, that povrer ig a 
frust delegated {o rulers, for the benefit of the people 

by whom it is delegated ; and though the principle did 
not want your sanction to demonstrate its evident truth. 
yet it is pleasing to find that a monarch does not always 
forget the conditions on which he reigns. — Let me call 
your attention a little more closely tothe details of those 
conditions. As the people are the delegators of all 
power, and as your family was seated upon the throne 
by an exercise of the power of popular delegation, to 
the prejudice ofafamily reigning by that “ r¢ght divine,” 
which your sycophants would flatter you that you pos- 
sess, it is but natural that you should fully acknowledge 
those inherent rights of the people by which you reign; 
for had not some bolder spirits than the rest, thrown 


down the gauntlet to the “ raght divine” of the race ot 


Stuart,the House of Brunswick had been still nogreater 
than presidents of the Electorate of Hanover ; and your 
Majesty, instead of exclaiming, “I have always been 
‘San Hanoverian,” might have been left with the dimi- 
nished boast that you were ONLY an Hanoverian. 
Your family, owing its elevation, to a rebellion of the 
people against the House of Stuart ;—and its great- 
ness, to a revolution agaiust the tyranny of power, it 1s 
but right, and proper that you should feel and acknow- 
ledge the general sovercignty of the people, as express- 
ed in the axiom before quoted ; and though the flattery 
of the minions of a court may endeavour to revive 
the tyraunical creed which provoked the people to assert 
their native rights, yet you cannot fail to remember that 
the sycophants who flattered the Stuarts to their ruin, 
were unable to avert the fate which their villainy 
had contributed to produce :—and feeling that the right 
of the peuple to resist oppression is the basis of the right 
of the louse of Brunswick to the crown you Weal, 
your reason aud your inclination must be in favour of 


_ that good understanding between tlic people and yout 


self, which shall perpetuate the honors that have bees 
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bestowed. But there are, between you and the people, 
several unfortunately misty objects, through which you 
are unable to see distinctly ; and though the people, 
with better optics, and placed in a more favourable si- 
tuation, can see through the dark bodies themselves, 
yet you are seen through the medium of the Eldons and 
Castlereaghs to a great disadvantage. The fact is, that 
you cannot see the people at all:—and that they see the 
Monarch but very unfavourably in the acts of his pre~ 
sent advisers. Could you but see the people as they are, 
you would be what they solicit of you; for your interest 
and theirs is one, though both are at variance with the 
iuterests of the few who usurp your prerogatives, and 
the rights of the people. ‘These advisers have recom- 
mended you to surrender thirty theusand pounds per 
annum. It is a large sum: bul the want which has 
enforced the sacrifice bids us also look at what remains} 
and this we find lo tieo hundred and seventy thousand 
pounds per ainum, being the remainder of 30,0001. 
substracted from 300,0001. This sum is so enormously 
large, that the first natural enquiry is how can it be 
spent? To what purposes can it be devoted? Kings 
cannot eat much more than other men; and though their 
food and clothiug are generally more expensive, yet the 
comparative difference of the expenses of ordinary men, 
and the amount of this enormous sum require a little 
explanation! I shall not allude to the youthful follies, 
which mock at reason and indulge themselves without 
regard to price. That season is long past with your 
Majesty ; and can never return. Age must have brought 
with it some tamer of the blood, some soberer of the 
passions ; and the nation is left to look at the spectacle 
of an individual, without family, enjoying an income 
to the amount of 270,000. per ann. It is a sum infinitely 
eyond ordinary comprehensions!. It is too vast to be 
ae into view as @ whole. We must look at its parts, 
a i might be done with a sum, which seems 
8 \ . t le whole revenue of an ordinary kingdom. 
Poo ‘yrannic reign of William the Conqueror, the 
t paid for ald expenses of the State, including the 
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maintenance of the King’s household, the army, the 
mavy. aud all other charges, was but 400,001. per ann. ; 
only one-fourth more than the expenses of the present 
Monarch alone, before this reduction of 30,0001. was 
made. 

The expenses of the « Aole State, during the reign of 
his son, William II., were reduced to 550,0001. per ann. ; 
and in the following reign of Henry I. they were reduced 
to 3800,0001. the very sum deemed necessary in the pre. 
sent reign, for the maintenance of the royal establish- 
ment alone. Stephen carried the reduction to 250,000). ; 
thus the whole expense of the Stale in his reign, was 
fess by 20,0001. per annum, than your income remains, 
with the reduction of thirty thousand pounds a year.— 
In the reign of Henry the Second, the nation was 
governed entirely (the cost of the royal family included) 
tor 200,0001. per annum ; or two-thirds of the sum now 
said to be requisite for the maintenance of the royal dig- 
nity alone; and the nation in less than a century, had 
reduce t the price of conquest exactly one half. But that 
was the age of common sense ; and the cost of Govern- 
ment heing yet deemcd TOO MOCH, Richard I me- 
naged to rule the nation, and defray all expences for 
160,000). per annum, being one-half fess than the pre- 
sent parliament assigned for your personal tacome. 
Yon pereeive an ordinary royal dinner must now almost 
ist is much as was allowed for the whole years expen- 
‘seg of a Monarcli’s table in those periods. But this low 
price did NOY satisfy the economists of that tine; for 
Jotn «as obliged to govern for 100,0001. per angur ; 
an! his son, tfenry LH., for the long period of fifty-six 
years, contrived to pay all expences of the State for 
80,0001. per annum. Edward !. was a warrior, and ad- 


-vaneed the price of his government to 150,000. Ea- 


ward ff, reduced it again to 100,000], Edward Tl, 
another congneror, raised it to 154, 13@1. per annum ; 
fir which the nation obtamed a great part of France, 40 
Jose it avain, aceording to the usual game of conqueét. 
Richard ff. charged the people only 130,000). Henty 
LV... though an uswrper, did the business for 106 .000!. 
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His son, Elenry V., though he conquered Frauce, and 
was crowned at Paris, contrived to defray all the ex- 

nces of his wars, and his government, for the annual 
charge of 76,643; and for the long and disturbed reign 
of his son Henry IV., when civil war scourged tne land 
from one extremity to the other, the cost of govern- 
ment did not average more than 64,7961. ; the lowest 
rate al which we find it admin'stered ; and which, how- 
ever, Was quite as much as such governments Was worth. 
Edward the Fourth was as partial to the female sex, as 
some other princes; and iucluding the price of his gal- 
lantries, his management of the national affairs cost the 
nation 100,000). a-year. His brother Richard IIT. was 
eontented with the same sum ; but Henry VII. not be- 
ing very fond of his wife, and being very fond of money, 
ran up the price of government to the Conqueror’s stand- 
ard of 400,000]. per annum. Henry VIIf., not being 
content with dislikeing his wives, but taking it into 
lis head to persecute and murder them, had to dridaa 
renal legislature into a servile submission to his views ; 
and this had the effect of raising the charge of govern- 
ment to 800,000!.; which is yet considerably under the 
Civil List of the present day. The average of the three 
next reigns of Edward VI., Mary, and Elizabeth, was 
but 450,000]. per annum. Here closes the reign of 
economy, which had lasted 436 years, and in the course of 
which was expended altogether, not quite 135 millions 
of the public money ;—a sum not equivalent to the ex- 
penditure of TWO YEARS duriug the late war ; when 
4 point of extravagance had been reached, which made 
the income of an individual greater than the expence of 
governing the nation in times past. The four next 
teigns, begiuning with James J., and ending with James 
ll., in eighty-six years had raised the price of govern- 
meat from half-a-million to two méttions annually ; 
and in those 86 years, 100 millions of public money were 
expended ; but xo debé had yet been incurred, and all 
the expences were confined within the proceeda of the 
‘ear, The next four reigns, from Wiliam III. to Geo. 
ll. give us an increase in the charge of managing the 
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people, (for governing would be an improper name) 
from TWO millions to more than EIGHT; without 
any very sensible amelioration of the state of things ; but 
George the Third was destined to outdo all his predeces. 
sors. In his reign alone, the expenditure was encreased 


‘from EIGHT millions to SEVENTY millions per an- 


num ; and the total expenditure amounted to 2357 mil- 
lions ;—a sum said, by able calculators, to be more than 
all the land in England is worth, if every acre were sod 
at 25 years purchase on the annual rent.* 

I suppose, Sire, it is upon the principle that every 
thing in the machine of government sliculd encrease 
upon the same scale, that the annual allowance of the 
Monarch should have reached an amount equivalent to 
the whole expences of the state at a former period ; but 
how, I pray you, can the luxury of one man, carry it to 
what rational extreme you will, consume the sum of 
270,0001. per annum? Let us endeavour to shew the 
impossibility of exhausting this amount, on the wants, 
or the caprices of one man, by shewing how many men 
it would maintain in all the luxuries of which human na- 


‘ture is susceptible. I take it for granted, that twenty 


thousand per annum is, at present prices, sufficient for 
all the purposes of enjoyment of which the mind and 
body of a sane person is capable. The rarest beauties, 
the choicest wines, the greatest delicacies, the best com- 
pany, and the most splendid decorations, are within the 
reach of that sum. The American President is content 
with one fourth of that sum—but then he wears plain 
clothes—would not be shocked at walking to the senate- 
house—is quite indifferent about rich wines, delicious 
meats, or rare sauces—thinks he is important enough 
without jewels, feathers, or tawdry attendants; and 18 50 
very silly as to occupy himself entirely in the drudgery o 
his office. I will not measure royalty by such a standard ; 
as the English would be frightened at such a disregard 
of the etiquette which prescribes so different a line of 
conduct to its monarchs. But for four times that sums 


a 





* Letter tu the King, bya Commoner, 1820. 
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wire. Ido think it would be possible to provide all the 
laxury that you now enjoy, and all the splendour and 
dignity which is necessary to the duties of your station. 
That yon must pay for every thing five or six times its 
value cannot be doubted. Those whom you employ must 
have exorbitant profits upon your consumption, which 
would be much better devoted to the wants of your peo- 
ple. This immense allowance, which enables all your 
dependants to dispense with economy as a virtue, must 
be expended as carelessly, as it is collected rigorously :— 
nor would you be deprived of one single advantage, were 
the sum I have mentioned proper/y expended, in lieu of 
the improper expenditure of the sum in question. I re- 
member that Mr. Paine, a very wicked disbeliever of the 
advantages of monarchy, undertakes to shew that less 
than half a milfion of money was sufficient in 1791, to 
pay all the necessary salaries of the official servants of 
the state. His calculation was as follows: and as the 
prices of all produce are nearly similar at present to what 
they were at that period, the estimate will have the 
merit of being equally applicable to both periods. 
Three offices at ten thousand pounds each £30,000 


Ten at five thousand cach : . ©G,0C0 
Twenty at two thousand each . 40,000 
Forty at one thousand each . . 40,000 


Two hundred at five hundred each . . 100,000 
Three hundred at two hundred each . . 60,000 
Five hundred at one hundred each . . 50,000 
Seven hundred at seventy five each . . 52,000 
L. 422,500 





This sum provides for one thousand, seven hundred, 
aad seventy-three public servants, upon a very liberal 
scale of remuneration ; and many thousands of the ablest 
and honestest individuals in the world, would gladly un- 
dertake the duties, with such a recompense. Compare 
this with the allowances of the sum of 270,000). to one 
individual ; and the disproportion cannot but be perceived 
'ebe extreme. To provide for its governors all that their 
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rational appetites require, is all that can be the duty ef 
a nation. Government ought neither to be the game of 
the licentious, or the trade of the avaricious. The ruler 
who accumulates money to lioard, is arnercenary specu- 
lator on the pillage of the people. He has no occasion 
for reserved treasures, who draws constantly from the 
national resources! All that he can honestly enjoy, is 
all that a ruler can justéy require. Tf his soul be ab- 
sorbed in the mercenary pursuit of weallh, he is unfit for 
his situation, and should seek a profession more conge- 
nial to his disposition. Whenever { hear a statesman talk 
of not being sufficiently rewarded—of the heavy duties of 
his situation—of bis greal responsibility, I set him down 
as a trading, mercenary dealer in politics, who ought to 
be buying and selling upon the Exchange, instead of traf- 
ficking in the destinies of nations. Nor is the feeling 
that secks power, to enable it to revel in the joys of pro- 
fligate extravagance less repugnant to the character of a 
ruler of nations. Men who pretend to rule others, should 
know how to rule themselves. They should be far above 
ihe infirmities of the crowd, and shew by their example, 
that the duty and the happiness of men consist in the go- 
vernance of tlie passions, in sobriety, temperance, and fru- 
gality. He who is really possessed of these virtues needs 
not an enormous revenue. Nay, it would be as useless 
to him, as it would be injurious to those from whom it 
must be drawn! When your flatterers say that you 
“‘ cannot commit even an act of folly,” they decisively 
proclaim thatan enormous revenue is unnecessary ; for no 
individual expenditure in acts of wisdomcan require such 
an income. The hand of charity alone could demand the 
supply ; but a prince can never become the almoner of @ 
nation, because he can never tell whether the objects who 
approach himare worthy of his bounty, or not. Where the 
people complain of distress, some court minion, who 1s 
rioting on the spoil of their labour, begins to calculate 
upon Aor ditile they might subsist: and they are told to 
limit their wants within their means of supply. That 
wiseacre, Whom your Majesty has thought proper to 
make a Duke, out of a Marquis of Buckingham, has 
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thus been laying douwna scale of expenditure for the dis- 
tressed farmers, upon which it would be well for the 
country if the noble duke were obliged to exist for a few 
months. Like Nebuchadnezzar, who eat grass for seven 
years, to teach him what he had failed to learn in his 
prosperity, liis dukeship would be the wiser, for a little 
srazing among tlhe common herd, after the sweels 
have been carried away for the consumption of the 
fat cattle in the stalls. This precious Duke (whom 
[ beg your Majesty to endeavour to make a wiser 
man, if possible) in his estimate of what is enough 
fora renter of a farm of four hundred acres, gives 
as one item, one pound of sirpenny sugar per week, 
for the farmer, his wfe, his maid servant, and three 
men servants’ For a married labourer, his wife, and 
child, his grace, who has pocketed so many thousands 
proceeding from the labourer’s toil, generously allows 
a full quarter of a pound of sugar per week, to sweeten 
aa ounce and a half of tea! witha pint and a half of 
home-brewed beer per day, into the bargain!!! Your 
Majesty cannot perform an act of greater justice, than to 
pul the Goroughmonger Duke, and all his seven votes 
upon this sumptuous allowance for twelve months! It 
is thus, Kings are deceived. ‘They know not to what 
extremities their people are reduce’, to enable them to 
sport with thousands—to ‘* play at chuck-farthing with 
“guineas, and curl their whiskers with Bank-bills.” 
Thenecessary allowance to an ordinary labourer has been 
‘calculated at about £25 per annum! At this rate the 
remaining portion of your present income would main- 
tain the families of nearly eleven thousand labourers! 
and allowing that sum to be raised in taxes at £5 per 
family, it would require the contributions of /ifty four 
thousand families to defray the expence of maintaining 
the personal dignity of the Chief Magistrate? Why, Sir, 
thereare princes who have scarcely so many subjects, who 
seem to live as well, and toexhibit more public splendour — 
than your Majesty. How comes it that upon less than a 
tenth of this sum, so much is accomplished abroad. A 
little personal altentton to these matters would be worth 
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the while of the most illustrious personage under the sun ; 
and no one who would pay that attention, could rest 
satisfied with the appropriation of so much to his private 
expences, while the want of sustenance was threatening 
thousands of tho.e who were contributing to his support. 

[am aware, that it is said, what is raised from the 
nation for the support of its rulers, returns again to 
revivify the land. But this is a plain fallecy:—for the 
refreshing dew falls not again upon the exhausted soil 
from whence it was exhaled by taxation. It resembles 
the spoil of India to enrich Europe. The poor are at 
tco great a distance fromm the returning stream, 
which is licked up by the grecdy cormorants of 
the svstem, who surround the court to intercept ils 
beneficial communication with the people. There and 
there one of these beings shines like a phosphoric 
exhalation fram the surrounding dreariness :—but the 
nation at large is drained beyond its resources, and 
receives, little; but mockery and insult, in return for the 
spoil of its wealth, and the pillage of its industry. You 
are probably told that you have done as much as you 
need to do—that the Nation can afford to pay the income 
you retain—and that it is very thankful for the sacrifice 
you have made. Do not believe those who talk to you 
in this strain. They have. their own interests Lo preserve 
and they dare not give you such counsels as would 
induce your magnanimily to shame their mercenary 
motives. Why, Sire, if John Scott, your Chancellor, 
were to make a sacrifice of 30,000/ per annum of his 
income, he would pay but a part of his debt to the nation 
and still retain the ample means of rivalling the luxury 
of an Indian King! Where he to make this sacrifice, 
and your Majesty to make a sacrifice upon a similar scale, 
some benefit would be conferred upon the people, and 
some reliance might be placed upon the wish of the 
ministry to relieve the burthens of the people. _ If would 
be a curious calculation, (which [ shad probably one day 
attempt) to shew your Majesty how many of your 
subjects might be raised to comfort or kept above want, 
by a just curtailment of the reven:s of these Walt live 
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upon the public resources. It is ordinary justice, that 
‘a times of difficulty and distress) all ranks should 
bear a little of the burthen :—and this is the more im- 
perious on the part of your Majesty, because you persist 
in continuing in office the men to whose mis-manage- 
ment the distresses of the country are chiefly owing. It 
you shared the privations which they have imposed upon 
the public, you would soon awaken to the evils of the 
condition of the nation,—but it is certain that whils you 
do not feel any of the bad consequences of their measures 
oucan be but an inadequate judge of the dilemma in 
which the country is placed. ‘That you may see the 
guicksands which surround the vessel, before she finally 
and fatally grounds upon them, is the earnest wish of 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARE. 
nna 
From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaal, to Lord 
Liver poot J : 
ON THE ADOPTION OF HIS LORDSHIP’S PRINCIPLES, BY 
THK RIOTERS IN NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK! 
My Lord, 


[am very much surprised to hear that legal 
measures, aud military means of precaution, are taking 
to stop the burning of barns, and the destruction of 
corn stacks, and other produce, in the counties of Nor- 
folk and Suffolk. When I first read the accounts in the 
hewspapers, of the committal of these outrages, I very 
coolly set them down as part of the ministerial mea- 
sures for the relief’ of the country! You know, my 
Lord, that in your creed, the great abundance of pro- 
duce is the cuuse of the general distress: and, of course, 
any measures taken to reduce that abundance, must have 
&tendency to reduce the distress. So that | could not 
but imagine that the rioters were a new order of prac- 
fical statesmen, embodied into a regular. agriculturad 
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commutiee, under the immediate sanction of your saga- 
ctous Lordship! Well, thought I, Providence will have 
the worst of it at last, in spite of yood weather, and 
abundant harvests ; and Lord Liverpool will have high 
prices again, if they will do him any good. | began to 
calculate ; and [ found that by the vigorous application 
ot torches, it would be very easy to burn as much in ¢ 
month or two, as could be grown ia a year; and I set 
if down as certain, that the markets would soon begin 
to rise, and every lmng go on so smoothly again, that 
the farmers would petedion for a property tax, to ease 
them of a little of their superfluous casi! Judge my 
surprise then, my Lord, when | perceived it was pro- 
prose! to hang those who were merely carrying your 
tdeas into practice! i cousidered them acting Secre- 
turies of Staie, as practitians ta your school, and as 
tllustrators of your doctrives! And can you stand 
quiclly by, and sce them threatened with death by the 
hands of a public executioner! Take care, my Lord, 
that you arc not tempted by your theory into any prac- 
tical experience of its effects! I am really astonished to 
hear, that it is proposed to injure your Aundle ,“ollowers ! 
Look at your speeches! The farmer, you say, wants @ 
market; which he canuct get, because there is too much 
food produced, and it cannot be sold. He must cease 
to produce, in order to bring markets to their remune- 
rating level; and he must get rid of his present abund- 
ance, ashe can! Now there can be no quicker means 
than destroying it. 4 is tien taken out of the market 
in good earnest, and there is no fear of its coming back 
again. There is no smuggling it into the market again. 
It is gone for ever; and the result is the same, as if # 
had never been produced. You cannot depend upon 
having dad harvests, as your Lordship evidently dis- 
agrees with Providence about their utility ; but a few of 
these practical committee-men, acting upon your doc- 
trines, can easily set the matter to rights. Nor will the 
outery of znjureng individuals be available against yout 
friends. They can say, that bad harvests injure indivt- 
duals—that blights injure individuals—that storms 18- 
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pre individuals—that floods injure indivicuals—and that 
iace Providenc2 has refused to supply your Lordship 
with bad harvests, blights, storms, and floods, they are 
justifiably helping you to. their benvficial effects !-— 
Then, my Lord, do stand by your friends! Do 
maintain your creed! Do be consistent with yourself! 
t confess it would be more manly to make a fair propo- 
al to the farmers to burn three-fourths of their stock 
themselves, in order to ensure a return of high prices 
for the remainder. But you know they are so obstinate, 
that it is very likely they would not comprehend the 
value of the blessing! If Providence were to enquire 
which farmer would have his corn blighted, or which 
would have his sheep rotted, or which would have his 
cattle drowned, it is probable no volunteers would be 
found ; so that the pestilence rages where it will, with- 
out consulting any of their inclinations: and why should 
not such a thunderer as your Lordship have your doc- 
trines carried into effect, without reference to the ineti- 
aations of those who ought to sufler for their oven 
good? You told the people there was foo mucA pro- 
duce:—and not merely that, but you said the produce 
must be déimenished, before prosperity could return, 
What could be more vatural than the conclusion of the 
noters? They saw that it was easy to /essen the abun- 
fance-—they were told it was advisable, and necessary, 
to have it lessened—and they set to work to carry your 
precepts into eflect! Can you blame them? Can you 
suller them to be hanged? Will you not yo to the 
House of Lords, and proclaiin them national benefac- 
‘ors, and blame the obstinacy and dullness of the far- 
iners, Who persecute them! Surely, my Lord, you will 
wuz ina Bell of Indemnity for these your disciples, 
according to the practice of indemnifying other Ministers 
of mischict, for their misdeeds. As the Agricultural 
vommittee has confessed it can do nothing for the relief 
. the farmers, why.do you not propose to substitute 
‘neve rioters iin their stead, as your Agricultural Com- 
“ite , and arm them with /egad powers to durn and 
4estroy, Whereyer they may find any dangerous abun= 
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danceof produce! By this means, what you call sour 
principles, may be fairly tried upon any scale yoy 
please, even to the height of famine, if you dare proceed 
so far in the experiment:—and all pernicious abyn- 
dance may be disposed of, with the greatest facility. The 
Ministerial prints argue that taxation ‘s good, because it 
enables those to eat, who are too indolent to work, and 
thus assists consumption. But by your plan, we shall 
have consumption assisted to a much greater extent ; for 
thouch it takes as much to feed a courtier as would feed 
iwenty or thirty ordinary people, yet one incendiary 
can burn in the course of a single night more than any 
courticr could consume in a year ! Thus, in opposition 
to Providence, and in mockery of its benevolence, your 
creed may triumph. and your principles prevail! pro- 
vided you extend due protection to your followers, and 
enable your disciples to defy the law as effectually as the 
Manchester Magistrates have despised the consequences 
of the Massacre ; and with as much impunity as you 
yourself transgress all the principles of common sense. 
[ look, therefore, with much impatience, fur the re-as- 
sembling of the Parliament, when you must feel the ne- 
cessity of moving for leave to bring in a Bill, “ to in- 
* demnify all descriptions of rioters, who may be charged 
* with the wantou destruction of Agricultural produce ; 
‘* seeing that the abundance of produce is the great cause 
‘of the Agricultural distress ; and that to forward the 
‘* consumption, by any and every means, is the princi- 
** pal object of vatiotelk policy !” 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS: 
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The letter of ** R. W.’ to Lord John Russell, in our next. 

Mr. Maddock acknowledges the receipt of one pound from the 
‘* Biomingham Patriots Friend Secicty— the quarterly vecous 
of which will be given in our next. 











SHE BLACK DWARP. 519 


LIBERATION OF MR. KNIGHT. 

Not to inform our readers that this veteran refurmer 
s again at liberty, would be an unpardonable neglect. 
We have too firm a reliance on the interest, which Mr. 
Knight has excited in every honest mind, not to be cer- 
tain that his deliverance from the care of such a gaoler as 
Higgins, and from the t rlure of a two years imprison- 
mentin Lancaster castle, will be hailed with satisfaction 
by the reformers of every quarter of the Kingdom. We 
are satisfied that a better man, never adorned the annals 
of any cause ; and the firmness of his demeanour is only 
to be equalled by the manly consistency with which he 
has spent a long fife in the constant endeavour to do 
good! The reward that he has received, at the hands of 
ihe oppressors of his country, is well known. Persecu- 
tion has become familiar to him ; and the latter part of 
his life has been spent in showing that he can despise, if 
he cannot conquerit. The petty spirit of persecution to 
which he has been exposed, may be collected from the 
circumstances of his application to the constitutional 
judge, Bailey, to learn whether he was to be detained a 
day more, or a few hours less, than his term of two years. 
Not @ minute could be spared him of his dondage. It 
was determiued that the gaoler might detain him to his 
own computation of the time; and it is a great mercy, 
that Higeins did not, of his own authority, add two 
more years to the reckoning:—for after what we have 
seen and heard of Lancashire Law, and Lancashire 
Magistrates, aud the protection which the latler have 
received in other courts, we do not see how his liberation 
could have been effected—or how his friends would have 
been able to reclaim him! However, he is free ; and he 
cannot enjoy his freedom with more satisfaction, than 
We congratulate him on his escape from this chance of 
being buried under the stones of his dungeon. That his 
enemies may vet learn to regret the hostility exhibited 
towards one who may challenge the world to produce 
any offence he has ever committed against its interests, is 
our sincere wish, and the wish of all who are hostile to 
persecution tinder the mask of law. 
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WONDERFUL NEWS FOR TELE FARMERS, 


The Agricultural Committee has blown up another 
bubble in the House of Commons, and what think ye ig 
the result? Nothing more nor less than that Liverpool, 
Castlereagh, Vansiltart, Canning, and Company, are 
to open pain broker's shops, for the purpose of enabling 
you to pledye your corn, at biro-thirds of the market- 
price! You all know what pawn-shops do for the 
poor, who are obliged to resort to them! They relieve 
their ¢emporary distresses, by enabling them to dispose 
of their clothes and furniture, for a small portion of their 
value; and they induce the improvident to become beg- 
gars and paupers, from the temptation they afford to 
raise immediate supplies. ‘Thus would the farmers be 
treated, if the new proposal of the agricultural commit. 
tee be adopted. Warehouses, are proposed to be open- 
ed, where the farmer may pledge his produce, paying 
three per cent. interest for the pledge money! But the 
best cf the joke is, that the farmers are to find the 
money, by taxes, for these state puwn-brokers to begin 
with; thus they areto pay enfercst for cheir own money, 
Sent upon ther own produce! By the lord, it isa 
threciig scheme ; and whatever it may do for the farm- 
ers, it will suit the ministers very weil. There must be 
deputy-pawi-brokers in every district ; and it will cost 
aume thousands, perhaps some tens of thousands every 
year, to defray the expence of keeping the pawn-shops 
open, with the rents, and salaries of the managers ; 
which must ald come out of the pledged corn, &e. 
This will provide at least five hundred snug places, for 
five hundred ministerial minions; besides the head- 
board of commissioners of pazwned corn! What with 
the havec the four legged rats, and the two legged rats, 
the natural waste, and the interest of the money, the 
farmers will have rare bargains } 








ee 


ea 





rHF BLACK DWARP. S521 


THE BLACKNEB, No. C1. 
- 


“My Masters of misrule ! 1 have a crow to pluck with you” ~~ 
Oxv Puay. 





509. If there bea class of men whose particular interest .1s 
ina state of diametrical and immoveable opposition tu the best. 
interests and greatest happiness of the greatest numbers,—it is. 
the class of lawyers. Jt is their interest, that in regard to every 

ssession, for the security of which men.look to law, uncer= 
tainty should be at the highest degree of the scale at which it 
can be, consistently with the sufficiency of the fund from which 
the professional profit must be drawn. It is their interest that 
the evpence, with its sources and accompaniments, the de- 
lays and vexations attached to the purchase of a man’s clain 
fur justice, be as abundant as possible, for the sake of the. 
profit extractible out of the expeuce. In this profession, the. 
state of the mind—is it not toa first view, that ofa pertect indif-. 
ference as between right and wrong—for the defence of either 
of which, as it may happen, a man may be hired ?- -to a neater 
view, a predeliction in favour of wrong, as being the most 
dependent and most profitable customer ? ‘The assassin so called, 
isthe malefactor, who for the hire he receives—risks his life: the 
lawyer is the malefactor, who for the hire he receives—risks 
nothing :~-risks nothing, but on the contrary, like the con- 
queror, obtains at the hands of the foolish and corrupted mul- 
itude—applause and admiration in the direct ratio of thequan- 
lity of human misery he has produced. If there be ‘a profes- 
sion, by which a man is prepared for the perpetration of mischief 
10 protitable—so it bean unpunishable—shape,—is it not the 
profession of the Law? If there be a profession, by which— 
by the power of continual practice and continually received re- 
muneration, all regard for truth is completely eradicated ;—-a 
profession, by which insincerity is by the same means, with core 
respondent effect, injected and fixed :—is it not the profession 
of the Law? 1 there bea profession, by which, by the same 
Perpetually recurring operation, a man is more effectually pre- 


Vor. VII. No. La. 
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pared than by any other, for the letting his faculties out to any 
person for any purpose for which reward —in apposite shape any 
adequate quantity—is to be got ;--if there be a profession, by 
which, for ever the most inconsiderable reward, a man is _pre- 
pared, so it be without personal hazard to himself, at the in- 
stance of any one who is able and willing to give him that re. 
ward, to render to the greatest amount a sacrifice of the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number,—is it uot the profession of 


the Law ?—Jeremy Bentham. Letters to Count Toreno, &c. 
182]. 





600. The law is a fortress for the weak to retire unto, a 
sanctuary for the oppressed to fly unto. It restraineth the bold. 
ness of the insolent, it tieth with manacles the hands of the 
patent, and (like Orpheus’s harp, or Noah’s ark) it charmeth 
the fierceness of the lion and the tiger, so as the poor lamb may 
lie in safety by them.—Sir John Davies. The first Report of 
Cases, &c. (in the‘ Preface Dedicatory.’) 16195. 


epee 


601. Can a soldier’s life be lawful, when Christ has pro- 
nounced, that he who lives by the sword shall perish by the 
sword? Can one, who professes the peaceable doctrines of the 
gospel, be a soldier, wh-n it is his duty not so much as to go to 
law? And shall he, who is not to revenge his own wrongs, be 
instrumental in bringing others into chains, imprisonment, tor- 
ment, and death ’—Fertullian. The Soldier’s Garland. 200. 


tah 


602. Ye friends of truth, ye statesmen, who survey 
The rich man’s joys increase, the poor’s decay ! 
’Tis yours to judge how wide the limits stand 
Between a splendid and an happy land. 

Proud swells the tide with loads of frighted ore, 
And shouting folly hails them from her shore: 
Hoards e’en beyond the miser’s wish abound, 

And rich men flock from all the world around. 
Yet count your gains, This wealth is but a name, 
That leaves our useful product still the same. 

Not so the loss. The man of wealth and pride. 
Takes up a space that many poor supplied; 
Space for his lake, his park’s extended bounds, 
Space for his horses, equipage, aud hounds : 
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The robe that wraps his limbs in silken sloth, 

Has robb’d the neighbouring tields of half their growth; 
His seat, where solitary sports are seen, | 

Indignant spurns the cottage from the green; 

Around the world each needful product flies, 

For all the luxuries the world supplies ; 

While thus the land, adorn’d for pleasure all, 

In barren splendour feebly waits the fall. 

As some fair female, unadorn’d and plain, 

Secure to please while youth confirms her reign, 
Slights every borrow’d charm that dress supplies 

Nor shares with art the triumph of her eyes; 

But when those charms are past,—for charms are frail,—- 
When time advances, aud when lovers fal, 

She then shines forth—solicitous to bless— 

Inall the glaring impotence of dress; 

Thus fares the land, by luxury betray’d, 

In nature’s simplest charms at first array'd, 

But verging to decline, its splendors rise, 

Its vista’s strike, its palaces surprize ; 

While, scourg’d by famine from the smiling land, 

The mournful peasant leads his humble ban¢, 

And, while he sinks without one arm to save, 

The country bloons—a garden and a grave! 

Where then: ah! where shall poverty reside 

To ’scape the pressure of contiguous pride? 

If to some common’s fenceless limits stray'd, 

He drives his flock to pick the scanty blade. 

Those fenceless fields the sons of wealth divide, 

And e’en the bare-worn common is denied. 

If to the city sped— what waits him there? 

——To see profusion which he must not share : 

To see ten thousand baneful arts combin’d— 

To pamper luxury, and thin mankind ; 

To see each joy the sons of pleasure know 

Extorted from his fellow-creatures’ woe. 

Here while the courtier glitters in brocade, 

There the pale artist plies the sickly trade. 

Here while the proud their long-drawn pomps display, 
There the black gibbet glooms beside the way : : 
Phe dome where pleasure holds her midnight reign, 
Here, richly deckt, admits the gorgeous train ; 
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Tumultuous grandeur crowds the blazing square, 
And rattling chariots clash, and torches glare. — 
Oliver Goldsmith. The Deserted Village, 1770. 


603. Princesand States do by religion, as the King of France 
does by his salt; who makes every man, that is his subject, 
take a quantity of it, whether he use it or not.—Samuel Butler. 
Thoughts upon various Subjects, 1660. 


et ne ee 


604. It is necessary that the Ltalians should rest their at- 
tention on the situation of their country, and on the faults and 
consequences of the failure of their revolution. This revolution 
is the first which has been attempted in Italy, for many ages, 
without the assistance and intervention of foreigners; it is the 
first which has shewn two portions of the Italian people corres- 
ponding with each other from the two extremities of the Penio- 
sula, lts result, I know too weil, has been to subject Italy en- 
tirelyto Austria. But let Austria beware :—Italy is conquered, 
but not subdued. Besides, what was Italy before the monih of 
July, 1820? Was it not already the slave of the Emperor oy 
Austria, from the time that the Courts of Naples and Turin 
had made an engagement with him, to refuse to their people 
the benefit of political institutions? Our late misfortunes, 
then, have only rendered our position clearer, our servitude 
more direct, and display our chains more openly. The eman- 
cipation of Italy will be anevent of the 19th century, ‘The 
signal has been given. Our enemies may prepare at leisure the 
lists of proscription, and the good-natured Italian princes may 
continue to serve the interests of Austria to admiration; as 
they would sooner reign by her permission than by the laws. 
Austria may leave them to do so, and begin to reap the fruits 
of their blindness :—but all are deceived. The passion of the 
Italians for their national independence increases, by the sacri- 
fices which it costs them. The power of Austria may retard 
the moment, but it will only serve to render the explosion more 
terrible. Our ancestors have given us great examples, which 
will not be lost: and, when another European war shall arrive, 
and Austria shall demand of the Italians their children and their 
money to support its interests, the Italians will perhaps know 
better how to employ them.—Ceunt Santa Rosa, On the 
Piedmontese Revolution. 182}, 
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CATHOLIC CLAIMS. 





Proposed bribe of the Catholic Peers to abandon the. 
Catholic cause—Odd championship of Mr. Plunkett-- 
and advice to the Catholics to champion themselves§ 


The stute of Ireland is forcing a consideration of the: 
causes oi its dreadful condition upon the Boroughmon- 
gers ; and, ever ready, in paltry expedients, they have 
hit upon a mede of evading a discussion of the Catholic 
Question, and its long train of consequences, by bringing 
ina bill to restore the Catholic noblemen, to their 
rights of sitting and voting in the upper House of Par- 
liament. The apparent author of this juggling measure: 
ig Mr, Canning ;—and the Catholic aristocracy, with the 
hereditary Marshal of England at their head, must feel 
all the delicacy of the compliment of such a measure 
being introduced by such a man! Mr. Canning propo- 
sing a bill to restore the Catholic noblemen to their rights, 
is something like Tom Thumb proposing to animate the 
slaughtered giants! But setting aside the author of the 
measure, the measure is as odious in principle, as might 
be expected from a man whoavows aconstant preference 
for expedience. What right, what claims, what reason, 
can be urged in favor of restoring to Catholic noblemen 
the right of sitting in the upper house, which is not 
equally decisive in favor of Catholic gentlemen sitting 
inthe lower house ! Hfow will the tricksters frame 
their speeches in favor of the one, which shall not be 
equally conclusive in favor of the other! The only reason 
yet assigned, is decidedly against the Catholic noblemen. 
itis said, as they were the last deprived of the right, they 
ought to be the first who are restored to it ; when it is 
evident that those who have been slaves. the longest, 

ve the first claim to emancipation. The real object of 


‘this measure is evidently, not to strengthen,’ but to 


Weaken the Catholic cause, by detaching the Catholic no- 


emen from the Catholic gentlemen, and from the Catho- 
Vou VIIE No. 15 
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lic population. It is imagined that afew noblemen may 
be easily won over, by the bribe of possessing their owy 
rights, to aa indifference to the rights of their fellow- 
countrymen ; and that the Borougliimonger sway in Ire- 
land will be strenglhened by the sanction of Catholic 
noblemen to Catholic oppression! This expectation, 
we regret to say, is too fully justified by recent expe- 
rience ! [t is not Spain alone that would have furnished 
reason for the lines of Byron—when he says that— 


“ All were noble, save nebihiy— 
- J ° 
** None hugged a conquerors chain but fadlen chivalry 1" 


In every state, those from whom the aosé should have 
been expected, from rank and wealth, have done the least 
both against foreign and domestic enemies. They have 
always been the first to crouch to power, and to bend. to 
influence ; and those who have found Protestant nobles 
such supple reeds in the hands of authority, may easily 
calculate upon the equal pliancy of a few Catholic peers, 
admitted into an assembly where their submission may 
be amply rewarded. It is a stratagem worthy of the 
mind that conceived it ; and proceeds upon the reasoning 
that men care only for themselves ; and that if their 
own advantage can be secured, they will be perfectly 
indifferent even to the just rights of others. Whether 
dhe Catholic noblemen will have the honesty, and courage 
to disclaim any preference ;—and refuse any personal 
compromise with the enemies ofthe rights oftheir country- 
men, We cannot pretend to determine. We are told 
there are amongst them men who have both nerves, and 
brains ; and if there are, they will dash the proffered cup 
{rom their lips, and refuse to taste of the poisoned chalice, 
which would transform them from men into the minions 
of a court—a more degrading metamorphosis than that 
experienced by the companions of Ulysses from the en- 
chantments of Circe! Goaded to the last stage of en- 
durance, Ireland bas shewn how precarious is the tenure 
hy which mere force holds its unprofitable empire ; and, 
instead of redressing the evils which have driven the po- 
pulation of Ireland to the most horrible excesses, it 1s 
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proposed to Srebe over her “* natural leaders’ to the 
rauks of her present masters! Sucha union could have 
o other effects, then to exasperate the spirit and_feel- 
og of Ireland sti!l more ; and to induce the population 
at large to look to themselves alone for the means of 
ameliorating their condition :—a result that would orga- 
nize the present distracted opposition, and give object 
and energy to what are now but the frantic ebullitions of 
distressed feelings outraged to desperation. The rest of 
the Catholic question is left adrift. Mr. Plunkett, who 
was to be the champion of the Catholics, on the decease 
of Mr.Grattan,is as odd a champion as ever went Into the 
field. The champion, of the coronation, who was oblig- 
ed tobe taught how to s2t upon his horse, was a gallant 
champion to Mr. Plunkett, who does not know whether 
to keep his saddle, or to fall off; whether to advance or 
torun away. His speech on Friday week is as good a 
specimen of the description given of the conduct of a 
fellow tippler, by the drunkard in thefarce. ‘“‘ He would, 
“and then he woulda’t and then he would again, and 
“then again he wouldn’t!” Te would be “S very happy 
“ifhe could have given an explicit answer,” but indeed, 
“he had not been able to bring his mind to any definite 
“conclusion,” though ‘* he was not conscious of having 
“omitted any means of informing himself upon the 
~subject.”" The sentiments of the Catholics he said, 
“ should mainly govern him,” and he had “ every reason 
“to believe they were not very anxious!” but he “ felt 
“he should not do right, if he now entered into the 
_ {luestion as to the time when it might, or when it might 
‘not be proper to introduce the subject; but he mus‘ 
be considered as exercising his own discretion (though 
manly governed by the Catholics!) on a matter so 
momentous. ‘* Whenever fe found that it could be 
“discussed Javorahly, he would not be backward to 
“bring the question forward!” It has been said, that 
* success of last year was a strong argument for per- 
evering, but “he could not feel justified in bringing 
his mind to any such conclusion.” The “nearer he 
*pptoached to the final accomplishment of the object. 
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“the more tremulous was his feeling with respect to it!” 
Hereisa champion, indeed ! as finea tremulous champion 
as need be, for a forlorn cause! If he had had no snecess 
befure, of course he would have run away, and, as he 
obtained a partial success, it makes him ¢remble to renew 
the attack. Why does not seme more courageous knight 
take the lance out of bis hand, as he does not know 
what to do with it, either in success or in defeat, He 
then says ‘‘ he does not know whether or not the pre- 
*¢ vailing discontent in Ireland might be a reason for 
“ urging the question: though just before he told us 
*€ the circumstances did not warrant the friends of the 
‘“* Catholics in pressing for the early discussion of their 
*¢ claims!” Then he did not think it “ a desirable ex- 
“ periment,” unless there was “a moral certainty of 
“ success!” which postpones the question until the ter- 
mination of the borough despotism, and the election of 
a Reformed Parliament ; for until that period, no 
question conducing to the general good of the public at 
Jarge, on such a topic, can be introduced with “a moral 
** certainty of success!” So that the Catholics, at least the 
gentlemen, and the tradesmen, and the mechanics, and 
the dabourers, may consider themselves as excluded from 
any further consideration by the Boroughmongers ; who 
propose to emancipate about a dozen lords, who are 
virtually to represent the emancipation of all the rest!!! 
This is quite in the borough style! A dozen are made 
free, that they may be drzbed to betray the liberties of 
all the rest; anda few thousand venal freemen dispose vf 
the rights of unrepresented thousands ! The Catholics 
are not, in reality, worse represented than the great 
mass of the Protestants; but they have the aggravation 
of open insult, and avowed oppression, in addition to 
the mischief of being taxed without their own consent: 
The Catholics will therefore act wisely to re-considerthe 
matter, and determine this plain question for themselves: 
—‘* which is the most likely to ensue, an emancipalion 
“ of the whole nation frem a union of all classes of the 
unrepresented, to demand a Radical Reform ofall abuses, 
“or an emancipation of the Catholies, as an act of 
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« favour to them, by those who are largely profiting by 
«their subjection to the Protestant interest.” The frenzy 
produced by the royal visit has now subsided—the 
sleepers are awakened—and the hopes of advantage have 
vanished like an idle dream. The dreamers should now 
yse the faculties that have been suspended, ana follow 
the dictates of that reason which has dissipated the fantastic 
visions ! 
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DECLINE AND FALL OF THE ENGLISH SYSTEM OF 
FINANCE 
( Continued from page 499. ) 

it is said in England, that the value of paper keeps equal 
with the value of gold and silver. But the case is not rightly 
stated: for the fact is, that the paper has pudled down the value 
af gold and silver to a level with itself. Gold and silver will 
not purchase so much of any purchaseable article at this day 
asif no paper had appeared, nor so much as it will in any 
country in Europe where there is no paper. How long this 
hanging together of money and paper will continue makes a 
new case; because it daily exposes the system to sudden 
= independently of the natural death it would otherwise 
suffer. 

1 consider the funding-system as being now advanced into 
the last twenty years of its existence. The single circum- 
stance, were there no other, that a war should now cost nomt- 
nally one hundred and sixty millions, which when the system 
began cost but twenty-one millions; or that the loan for one 
year only (including the loan to the Emperor) should now be 
nominally greater than the whole expense of that war, shews 
the state of depreciation to which the funding-system has ar- 
ed. Its depreciation is in the proportion of eight fer one, 
compared with the value of its money when the system began; 
whiehis the state the French assignats stood ina year ago, (Marchi 
1795) compared with gold and silver. It is therefore that 

say, that’ the English funding-system has entered imto 
the last twenty years of its existence, comparing each 
a years of the English system with every single year of 

© American and French systems, as before stated. 
We roy, supposing the present war to close as former wars 
€done, and without producing either revolution or reform 
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in England, another war at least m ist be looked for m the 
space of the twenty years [ allude to; forit has never yet 
happened that twenty years have passed off without a wa 
and that more especially since the English government has 
dabbled in German politics, and shewn a disposition to insult 
the world, and the world of commerce, with her navy. The 
next war will carry the national debt to very nearly seven hun. 
dred millions, the interest of which, at 4 per cent., will be 
twenty-eight millions, bes) les the taxes for the (then) expenses 
of government, which vill increase in the same proportion, 
and which will carry the taxes to at least forty millions; and 
if another war only bewins, it will quickly carry them to above 
fifty; for itis in the jast twenty years of the funding-system, 
as in the last year of the American and French systems without 
funding, that allthe great shocks begin to operate.* 

I have just mentioned that paper, in England, has pulled 
down the value of gold and silver to a level with itself; and 
that this pudding down of gold and silver money lias created 
the appearance of paper money keeping up. The same thing 
and the same mist .ke, took place in America and in France, and 
continued for a considerable time after the commencement of 
their system of paper; and the actual depreciation of money 
was hidden undec that mistake. 

It was said in America, at that time, that every thing was 
becoming dear ; but gold and silver could then buy those dear 
articles no cheaper than paper could; and therefore it was not 

alled depreciation, The idea of dearness established itself 
for the idea of depreciation. ‘The same was the case in France. 
Though every thing rose in price soon after assignats appeared, 
yet those dear articles could be purchased no cheaper with 
gold and silver than with paper, and it was only said that things 
were dear. The same is still the language of England. They 
call it dearness. But they will soon find that it is an actual de- 
preciation, and that this depreciation is the effect of the fund- 
ing-system ; which, by crowding such a continually increasing 
mass of paper into circulation, carries down the value of gold 
and silve, with it. But gold and silver will, in the Jong run, 
revolt against depreciatiun, aud separate from the value of 


fr, 








* The great shoeks have commenced at presents and if Mr. 
Pain: had said thirty, instead of twenty years, (thus allowing 4 
little for Eogiish credulity) he would bave been exact to time, @s 
weil as correct in principle. 
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paper, for the progress of all such systems appear fo be, that 
the paper will take the command in the beginning, and gold 
and silver in the end. 

But this succession in the command of gold and silver 
over paper, makes @ crisis far more eventful tothe funding 
system than to any other system upon which paper can be 
issued ; for, strictly speaking, it is not a ciisis of danger, but 
asymptom of death, It isa death stroke to the funding system. 
It is a revolution in the whole of its affairs. 

If paper be issued without being funded upon interest, 
emissions of it can be continued after the value of it separates 
from gold and silver, as we have seen in the two cases of America 
and France. But the funding system rests altogether upon the 
value of paper being equal to gold and silver; which will be as 
long as the paper cau continue carrying down the value of gold and 
silver to the same level to which itseif descends, and no longer. 
But even in this state, that of descending equally together, the 
minister, whoever le may be, will tind himself beset with accu- 
mulating dithiculties ; because the loans and taxes voted for 
the service of each ensuing year will wither in his hands before 
the year expires, or before they cau be applied. ‘This will force 
him to have recourse to emissions of what are ea'led exchequer 
and navy bills, which, by still increasing the mass of paper in 
circulation, will drive on the depreciation still more rapidly. 

It ought to be known that taxes in England are not paid 
ingold and silver, butin§ paper (bank notes). Every person 
who pays any considerable quantity of taxes, such as maitsters, 
brewers, clistillers, (1 appeal for ihe truth of it to any of the 
collectors of excise in England, or to Mr. Whitbread) knows 
this to be the case. There is not gold and silver enough in the 
Nation to pay the taxes in coin as I shall shew ; and consequent- 
ly there is not money enough in the bank to pay the notes 
The interest of the national funded debt is paid at the bank in 
the same kind of paper in which the taxes are collected. When 
people find, as they will find, a reservedaess among each other 
In giving gold and silver for bank notes, or the least preference 
for the former over the latter, they will go for payment to the 
bank, where they have a right to go, ‘They will do this asa 
Measure of prudence, each oue for himself, -and the truth of 
delusion of the funding system will then be proved. 

{ have said in the foregoing paragraph, that there is not 
gold and silver enough in the sation to pay the taxes in coin, and 
*Oonsequently that there cannot be enough in the ba kk to pay 
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the notes. As 1 do not choose to rest any thug OpPon assay- 
tion, I appeal for the truth of this to the publications of Mr. 
Eden (now called Lord Auchland) and George Chalmers,Secretary 
to the Beard of Trade and Plantation, of which Jenkinson (now 
called Lord Hawkesbury) is president. (These scrt of folks 
chauge their names so often, that it is as difficult to know 
them as it is to know a thief.) Chalmers gives the quantity of 
gold and siiver coins from te returns of coinage at the mint; 
and, efter deducting for the light gold recoined, says, that the 
amount ef gold and silver coin is about twenty millions, He 
bad better not have proved this, especia'ly it he had retiected, 
that pubhe credit is susprcion asleep. ‘The quantity is much too 
ttle. 

Of this twenty million, (which is nota fourth part ef the 
quantity of gold and silver there is in France, a5 isshewn in Mr. 
Necker’s ‘Treatise on the Adminisiration of the Finances) three 
- snillions at least must be suppesed to be im Ireland, some in 
Scotland, and in the West Indies, Newfoundland, &c. The 
quantity therefore in England cannot be more than 16 miiilons, 
- which is four millions less than the amount of the taxes. But 

admitting there to be 16 millions, not more than a fourth part 
' thereof (four millions) can be in London, when it is considered, 
| that every city, town, village, and farm-house in the nation must 
have apart of it; and that aH the great manufactories, which 
most require cash, are out of London. Of this fourmillions 
' in-London, every banker, merchant, tradesman, in short, every 
individual must have some. He must be a poor shopkeeper 
indeed, who has not a few guineas in his till. ‘Fhe quantity of 
cash therefore in the bank can never, on the evidence of cir- 
* cumstances, be so much as two millions; most probably not more 
than one million ; and on this slender twig, always liable to be 
broken, hangs the whole funding systenr of four hundred millions, 
' besides many millions in bank notes. The sum in the bank is 
not sufhcient to pay one fourth of only one year’s interest of 
» the national debt, were the creditors to demand payment in cash, 
or to demand cash for the bank notes in which the interest 1s 
paid : a circumstance always liable to happen.” = _ 
(To be continued.) 970 





—_——_ 


* This exposition of the state of the finances of the couowy 
jn 1794, affords us a fine illustration of the cant of ‘* maintaimag 
the national {gith :"’—a thing of shreds and patches, rays and paper, 


ledgers and figures, eight and twenty years ago. What must 18 
be now ? 

















THE BLACK DWARF. 533 


{9 THE RIGHT HONORABLE LORD JOHN 
RUSSELL. 
_—— 
LETTER IIT; | 
My Lord, ' March 25, 1822, 

In a former letter | have touched not only on the extreme 
backwardness of our aristocracy to join the Reformers fur restor- 
ing the constitution, and recovering the rights and liberties common 
to high and low, rich and poor; bat likewise on the notorious 
proneness of the opposite parties in‘parfiament, to suspend not 
merely their own bitter animosities, but the-very constitation 
itselt, for combining against those Reformers, whenever their 
measures bad a tendency to shake the nefarious system of borough- 
monger usurpation. Were not too many of the opposition Whigs, 
with the ‘ glorious revolution,’ and liberty on their lips, ever 
ready enough to join the ministerial Tories, in annihilating all 
personal liberty except their own, whenever the Reformers, by a 
spirited diffusion of knowledge and claims of right, appeared to he 
: battering with advantage the rotten walls of corruption’s citadel ? 
when, by only agreeing upon a single act of justice, in reforming 
the assembly in which they wrangled, not only would they have 
‘calmed in a moment the troubled sea of popular discontent, but 
have insured prosperity to their country, And, on those occasions, 
- were the Whigs more sparing ttt coarse, libellous, and idsulting 
- language, than the Tories thenrselves? 

History furnishes us with a striking illustration of the pronenéss 
inaristocracy, even while at deadly war among themselves for 
crowns and kingdoms, to suspend their antimosities, and to unite 
for crushing a democracy struggling fur freedom, the inherent 
right of all men, and without which they are little better than 

oxen subject to.the yoke and the goad: 

Declining at present to ransack the original writers for the au- 
thority, perhaps we may safely take the fact as stated by Dr. 
Johnson in ‘ The False Alarm,’ citcutated by ministers to vitidi- 
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cate the seating ef Colonel Lutterel in the House of Commons, jp’ 
place of Mr. Wilkes, who had four times as many votes. * When, 
says, the Doctor, ‘in the confusion which the Enzlish invasions 
produced in France, the VILLAINS, imagining that they had found 
the golden hour of emancipation, took arms in their hands, the 
knichts of both nations considered the cause as common, and sus- 
pending the general hostility, untied to chastise them.’ 

Could any mirror more truly reflect what we of the present 
agehave witnessed? Is it not au awful evidence of the inve- 
tescte vice ever adhering to any class to whom fortune has civen 
power over any other class? And may we not here vary a well. 
known parable, and say—* It is easier fur a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for a man of elevated station to enter into 
the paradise of true patriotism, renderiug equal justice to the 
poor man as to the rich man.’ 

Such experience may, al first sight, seem to give us an unfavour- 
able view of Providence, for having ordered matters so unfa- 
vourably to the existence of genuine virtue in the heart of him 
who holdseither great possessions or too much power ; but, when 


viewed with a philosophic eye, they rather appear to inculeate 


the rectitude and wisdom of so legislating, as more widely and 


more equally to diffuse property throughout a community, so 8s, 
without injustice, to prevent extreme inequalities of wealth. Let 
us hope, my Lord, that in England, as we see elsewhere, things 
are working fora beneficial change, 

Any thing even bordering on an absolute equality of possess- 
ions, is the vision of insanity; while under a perfectly free go- 
vernment, inequality, lke a freely-flowing river that occasionally 
inundates the land it fertilizes, benefits society. Zevelling is uot 
natural to man in a state of freedom 3 for it bas been well observ- 
ed by Harrington, that * Industry, of all things, is the most accu- 
mulative; and accumulation, of all things, most hates levelling 
(502).’ A free people are therefore no levellers. 

Before we lose sight of the author of ‘ The False Alarm,’ 
please to note the rancour of this servile tool of despotism. Learn- 
ed ashe was, and knowing as he did, that while bond-service was 
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ia use in France and England, the word villant, or villeins, did not 
denote vicious persons, but merely the peasantry ; although by the 
tine he wrote, it had long acquired a very different sense, and 
some difference in the orthography; being then, as now, written 
‘ villains, which no longer signified peasants, but profligates; and 
he not only thus chose to write the word but throughout the pam- 
phict the same rancour is manifest, for whenever he speaks of, or 
alludes to, those who had peti‘ioned the King to dissolve a Parlia- 
ment which in the aforesaid case, had violated the constitution, it 
is in corresponding terms ; constantly reviling them as ‘ wicked’ (5), 
‘seditious’ (16), * mad’ (16), ‘a rabble’ (35), ‘ ignorant’ (44), ‘ glut- 
tons’ (46), ‘ drunkards,’ * drenes,’ ‘the meanest and grossest of 
the people’ (47), ‘ profligate and dissolute,’ ‘ pedlars’ (48), ‘ a fac- 
tion against which adl factions ought lo conspire,— levellers 
animated by the natural malignity of the mean against the great, 
—‘adespicable faction distinguished by plebeian grossiness, and 


savace indecency :’—* the insolence of invective, and brutality of 
reproach’ (49). Here again, my Lord, we have a mirror which 
but too faithfully shows with what candour and benevolence the 
modern Parliamentary Reformers have been treated on both sides 
of the honourable House for being petitioners. 

But the factions which have * conspired’ against them, might 
have recollected, that in claiming ‘ emancipation,’ they now stand 
not on the low level of the unhappy villani of France, whea the 
‘took arms in their hands’ to do themselves justice; but on the 
high ground of an equal right as freemen, to all the benefits of the 
coustitution, with the proudest of their oppressors. The law of 
villeinage bas been extinguished in form a century and a half, 
the practice as much more. 

The factions ought also to observe, that the political ignorance 
of the vil/ani bath disappeared with their servile condition ; while 
the working and industrious classes of the community have, to an 
extraordinary and rapidly increasing extent, acquired true know- 
ledge in the simple principles om which political liberty, with all 
its blessing depends; a fact which shows the folly and the danger 
of treating them as slaves, by insult added to injustice. It is, m- 
deed, already too late for * the knights of the two’ factivns to 
‘unite’ for ‘chastising’ the Reformers; and that faction which, 
on the 16th of August, 1819, actually drew on them the sword of 
civil war, sees cause to repent of that wicked foily.. By numerous 
examples, modern ag well as antient, it perceives, that when the 
sword of tyrants is drawn to extirpate freedom, a more potent 
tword may be drawn to chastise despotism. 
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So far, my Lord, circumstances are favourable, and we afé 
surrounded with phenomera of happy augury. By facts as visible 
aud as incapable of counteraction, as it were to resist a revival of 
vegetation on the retarn of spring, we perceive the all-potent 
operations of long imprisoned truth, in the growth of free gus 
vernments in rapid succession on both sides of the AUlantic. Nolons 
gerare nations mere machines,or cattle in the bands of great men; 
uor to be dvawn this way, or that way, as suits the selfish toterests 
of those who have been self-styled their ‘uatutal leaders; but, 
instructed by a painful experience, i the principles on which 
freedom, the security of property, and the insuring of prosperity 
depend, they, instead of placing ;mplicit confidence iu the profes- 
sions of great men, take the more rational course of relying on 
an exertion of their own talents, guided by thejr own knowledge, 
for recovering their own rights, Hence ali that superiority over 
former herds of men, as helpless as mute cattle, which distinguishes 
a population, enlightened by the principles of radical reform, 
When the wealthy aristocracy shall duly accommodate themselves 
to the two changes which have taken place in the condition of 
the population, namely, the change from partial bond service, to 
a right to universal freedom; and the change from universal 
ignorance, to extensive and encreasing knowledge, they may still 
dead, but it must be by justice and virtue; for even * tn an equal 
commonwealth, that the nobility be not at the head, or have 
not the leading, is quite contrary to all reason and experience,’ 
(Harrington’s ‘Word concerning a House of Peers,’ 470.) If, 
therefore, they shall cease to lead, it must be their own fault. 

This train of reasoning carries us back once more to a Consi- 
deration of the means of constitutionally reforming the House of 
Commons. For the cure of corruptions which so universally ope- 
rate, we must have much unanimity, or we cannot succeed. Is 
it not, then, a strange fancy, that in a half measure, leaving 
uncorrected half the injustice, and unreformed half the corruplions, 
we should expect more unanimity among the suffering people, 
than in a radical reform of the evils which cause their mise- 
ry? This, methinks, is not duly to estimate the improved under- 
standings of our countrymen. . 

But, when we observe that those who tse this argument are 
at all limes studiously careful, not to place before the public both 
aides of the question, by fairly contrasting the complexity, the 
injustice, and the futility of reforming by halves, in opposition 
to the simplicity, the justice, and the infallibilily of redress from 
a full, constitutional reform ; how is it possible to give them cre- 
dit for a sound judgment, or for sincer?iz, and not to suspect that, 
fer such inconsistent conduct, there must be some latent, lurking, 
factious motive they dare uot avow. 

These half-measure men, as we have ofteh had cause to lament, 
are great sticklers for triennial, in preferance to annual parlia- 
ments; for household, rather than usiversal suffrage ; and for pat- 
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tially eulting off a handful of those rotten boroughs, wherein ine- 
quality of representation is most glaring, instead of rationally and 
honestly contending for an equalization throughout, for com- 
monwealths that have been given to cut off their diseased limbs, (as 
Florence) have brought themselves to impotence and iuin;’ (Har- 
rington’s Political Aphorisms, 522) while healing instead of am- 
putating, has the opposite effect. 7 

On each of those three several temporizing fancies, let us, once. 
more bestow a few words; although, if our opponents would look 
back to a controversy of half acentury, in which this nonsense 
has been a thousand times refuted, they would be ashamed to 
repeal it. ahd 

In respect to the first. as regards the means of unanimity, can 
it he necessary to say more, than that, for annual parliaments, 
the radical reformers to a man are inflexible advocates, and that 
millions have petitioned for such parliaments ; whereas it would | 
puzzle any one to show, that for /riennial parliaments, a single 
petition hath ever appeared on the table of the Commons house ? 
Aud yet these admirers of triennial parliaments, asa ground of 
unanimity, do not offer a single argument for convincing the mil- 
lions, who take the other ground, that they are in error! A. 
new mode this, of seeking unanimity!!! 

Some, indeed, are so ill informed, as to talk of the ‘constitue 
tional parliaments’ which,not until after an interval of six years, fol- 
lowed the ‘glorious revolution :’ whereas, the constitution had 
continued above 1200 years, ere it was contaminated by parlia- 
ments having, by statute, athree years duration; that species of 
parliament was in use for only 22 years, when, in the discarding 
of it, it was given as the reason, that ‘ t had occasioned more 
election evils than had ever before been heard of ;’? and it was also 
stigmatized by an honest historian (Ralph) as notoriously corrupt. 
So much for the pretensions of a triennial parliament to our ap- 
probation; especially when we know that, had we even universal 
suffrage, a triennial parliament would be a suspension of national 
liberty for two parts in three of human life!!! Besides, when our 
mock-sovereigns of rotten-borough majesty, once thought 
fit to extend a suspension of the liberties of even the monopo- 
lists of suffrage, from two purls in three to six parts in seven of 
every man’s life, what is the security which these trumpeters 
of the excellence of a ¢riennial parliament have to give us, tbat 
itmight not in fature play us a worse prank, if worse be possi- 
ble?’ More still may yet be said for proying the marvellous Jack 
of sense, in holding up a triennial parliament, as a ground, for- 
sooth, of unanimity in our road te reform as -will appear in its 
Proper place. 

In respect of the second point, howsehotder suffrage, 1 shall only 
nere say, that the householders must be much in love with ruin and 
avery, through the medium of arbitrary taxation, should the 
dot rejgice in more than a ten-fold increase of streneth for suce 
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cessfully resisting the oppression, by an admission of all men ty 
vote, who are lable to serve in arms for the common defence, 
and who pay taxes on every article they need, for food, raiment, 
or lodging, sud on whatever they consume. It other words, the 
householders would be insane not to exchange the monopoly of 
a shadow, which 1s the very cause of their being enslaved and 
robbed, for the substance of @ common right, which must give 
them emancipation, together with the means of resisting pillage. 
In rotten boroughs, indeed , boroughs made rotten by their monopoly 
——where electors basely sell themselves and their country, for 
lucre, they may be jealous of extending the field of traffic, and 
thereby uarrowing their own gaiis; but in the householders of a 
creatkingdom, votwithstanding any teniporary prejudice, we may 
be certain of a sufficient degree of unanimity in favour of a 
ceneral interest of high importance, whenever pronerly sought for, 
by an appeal te public reason. 

On the third and last point, equa/ representation ; the merits are 
inuch the same as in the last case. Jf Reform turned on the will 
of the small band of monepolist-, there might be apprehensions for 
the result. But, asin great national interests, when the public is 
alive to the conflict. tue decision will naturally be according to 
public opinion, |.ow is it possible to doubt of there being a powerful 
unamimity, for any thing so obviously just, nccessary, and ex- 
pedieut, as an equality in representation ? 

To theend, therefore, of a concise and lucid view of the ques- 
tion of Reform, it may be advisable to take as a grouod work, 
two or three prominent statements relative to the wrong to be 
redressed. Whether those statements be, or be not, arithmelicaily 
correct, fo the splitting of hairs, will be of no signification, so long 
as it isnotorious, that in substance they are true, and that the facts 
stated do in reality produce the evils under which the native 
suffers. 

fn © A Fuil View of the Commons,” published 11 1821, the sums 
set against the names of about 175 placemen, sinecurists, and 
military officers (who. contrary to the constitution and com- 
mon sense, are .Wembers of the Commons’ House), as what they 
receive out of the taxes, whey brought together and summed up, 
exceed £400,000 per annum; exclusive of the pensions, salaries, 
and pay of whole clans of their family connexions and dependants. 

Now, my Lord, a Commons’ House ought, at least, to be as 
pure and independent as an ordinary Jury. The array, that it may 
not be liable to a challenge, ought to have on it no man who was 
the payed dependant of a party at issne. Buta Juryman who 
should act as tne partizan of a patron from whom he received a 
yearly stipend of great value, and who should regulate his verdict 
by such personal interest, would incur through life a siain of ine 
famy which not all the waters of the Atlantic could wash out. 

If such be the case with a Juryman who should so give a corrupt 
vole, touching au acre of land, the price of a horse, or a demand 
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of ten pounds, what is the infamy attaching lo a Member of 
Parliament who, so bribed, servilely votes millions upon millions 
of public movey, for standing armies and barracks, for foreign 
establishments put under the crown for no one purpose bat the 
extension of palrouage, or for other. misapplications of public 
mouey, for upholding a corrupt Government ? 

Again: in ‘+A Letler to the King by a Commoner,” published 
in 1820, it is stated, that in thirty-one succeeding reigrs, prior te 
that of George the Third, being a period of 700 years, the goveru- 
ment had expended in the whole less than 800 millions of money 5 
whereas inthe single reignof that King, it expended more than 
2,300 millions ; besides contracting a debt which exceeded the evlire 
expenditure of the aforesaid 700 years. 

What a picture is here of the gigantic iniquity of representa- 
tives metamorphosed, by boroughmonger necromancy, into ty- 
rants! Here, then, it is pertinent to remark, that, im all the va- 
riely of factitious qualifications, purporting to entitle Englishmen 
to vote for Members of Parliament, we discover the cloven-foot of 
despotism, of which the grand maxim is, ** Divide, to conquer ;” 
and which, by these pretended qualifications, disqualifies fifty 
limes a8 any. 

Before | proceed further, let me expostulate with the gentle- 
nen in opposition, professing patriotism, on what close obser vere 
condemn as erroveous in their plan of operations, if it be their 
desire to strike al the root of that detested maxim ** Divide, fo 
conquer,” and their wish to inculcate the opposite maxim, ‘* Untte 
and Triumph.” 

In the unhappy condition of our country, can any thing be more 
vbvious, thao that it ought to be the direct and immediate aim of 
a patriot opposition, to bring the UNITED NATION to close 
quarters with their tyrants, in a fixed determination to hurl them 
from their usurped roiten-borough thrones? To this end, there 
ought to be, in a dramatis persons of the actors, a right casting 
of the parts, aceording to talents and acquirements.—These 
should fill and well support all the requisite characters of the 
drama, under the guidance of two chosen leaders; one, /earned 
in political economy; the other, learned in the constilution :* 

The first (in which class a mighty one has arisen) might pene- 
trate the darkest recesses, and trace the infinite ramifications of 
Corruption, for exposing their iniquity aod their mischief. The 
second, by bringing each abuse to the test of the constitution, 
might show that in every part, and to what an extreme, it has 


en, 





a nem ey 


*** Learned in the law” isa phrase full of deception. For in 
a law that could not be contained in a thousand folios, and is 
besides proverbially uncertain, to be compleiely learned is impos- 
sible; whereas to be ‘* /earned in the constitution,” is only to have 
& profound knowledge of half a dozen propositions, as premises, 
and the legitimate conclusions which follow. 
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been violated ; thus demonstrating the urgent, the paramount’ 
necessity of a truly Radical Reform. Is there not one, who. if 
elected for such an end, is capable of sustaining the part, and of 
hurling the thunders of impeachment at the heads of wsurpin 

traitors?) The relationship in these respects of cause and effect, 
ought never, for a moment, to be lost sight of. Tyranny causeg' 
oppressive taxation; oppressive laxation upholds tyranny. All, 
therefore, is resolvable into this conclusion, that taxation without 
representation is slavery; the reverse is freedom. 

A return to the expenditure of 1792, instead of a return to the 
principle of the constitution, is a delusion ; and has too mach the 
appearance of a factious crilerion, to satisfy rational Reformers, 
Although it hold out a prospect of pecuniary relief, it hath not 
in itany constitutional security; tor it was the boroughmonger 
usurpation of 1792, which caused the war of 1793, and all the 
scourging evils in its train. Return, then, to the expenditure of 
1792; yetif you have with it the usurpation of 1792, like a deluge 
of evil, or worse, may ensue. 

Is not the want of such an organization in a_ patriot opposi- 
tion, as above suggested, therefore to be lamented? Is not the 
omission of such a casting of parts, matter of regret? Is not the 
absence of aright system for promptly caiting forth the resistless 
energies of the nation, ta be deplored ? We see newspapers nearly 
filled with calculations and debates, with endless abuses, and all 
the minutiz of mischief, countless as the waves of the ocean, 
or the sands on the shure, loading, perplexing, and wearving 
the mind; and yet not closing, as they ought, with any moral for 
use, any right application of the knowledge, for retreshing the 
jaded spirits, for promoting union, and animating to patriot exer- 
Yon. 

When, in addition to such innumerable details, we are told that 
some of these labours are ‘* postponed to a fulure Session of Patlia- 
ment;’ as if our present knowledge, KRIGHTLY APPLIED, 
were nol sufficient for putting down the tyrant usurpers, bad they 
ten times their present strength ; what must be thought of sume 
men’s conceptions of the condition of their country, and their 
own duties? . Or, where shall be found their concern for public 
liberty ? If the nation be not already prepared to back real patrtot 
leaders iv that cause, then, although one should arise from the 
dead to arouse them, they would still remain insensible and torpid 
to their own salvation, who laiely manifested such animation aud 
sleady zeal to sqve dheir Queen ! ' 

Perceiving this letter bath outgrown its intended bulk, here st 
must close. I have, therefore, the honour to subscribe myseil, 

. Your Lordship’s well-wisber, 
JOHN CARTWRIGHY. 


— 
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